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%Mitcdj?htes $Simte

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Jane E. He@ey, Commissioner
U. S. Food@ Drug Administration
5600 Fishe#s Lane
Rockvillel ~ 20857

Dear Com~issioner Hermey

We are Wri$ng in response to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Request for Comments ~ocket
No. 98p-05~4] on pefionnanci? standards for Vi/w.iow4@cus and Vfbn”opurahaemo&ticti. We are

+
concerned e Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference (ISSC), which nomnally plays an important role in
establishing policies and regulations for shellfish safe~, my have been circumvented. In addition, we
question th~ advisability of basing public health policy on the last two anomalous hot {El Nine) summers,
and we rec~mmend any fbrther action in response to the Request for Comments involve the ISSC.

Since 1982,’the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference has brought state and federal regulatory
agencies, th~ shellfish industry and the academic community together to promote enhanced shellfish safety.
Although ~~ West Coast shellfish industry has ~xperienced some flustiation with the ISSC process in the
past, especl#ly with respect to the Gulf Coast’s historical problems with Z w.A@cw, it is our
understandi~g the industry still believes the ISSC process is the democratic solution to many complex
issues relat+ to shellfish safety.

on the Wes{ Coast, where )? parahtzemolyticus has been ,aproblem, particulmly for the past two ‘
uncommonl warm summers, the shellfish indu~ worked with their regulators through the ISSC process

1’to develop a,control p~an. mat pIaq put into place ~is past summer, appears to have been highly effective

i

in xeducing llnesses caused by thes,e bacteria. Since the plan also calls for &ta collection -while .
. ~~sirntdta~mu ly reducing illnesses, it would appear to be a logical course of action to continue using the -

plan throug the next two summers to better assess tlm situation, These are the kinds of promising results
webelicve~beachievedwhenthe industry aqdregdatorsworktogetierto improve shellfishsafety,

I

Thank you f r your consideration of our commeqts in the process of developing performance standards for

1Vibrio vuhzi zcus and Vibriopizrahaemolyticw. We look forward to working with the Food and Drug
Adrninistrat$m to develop policies which promote fie complementary goals of enhanced seafood safety
and a growirig shellfish industry,

SincereIy,

~
Gordon H, Smith

U.S. Senate

CC:Dockets @tnagement Branch pocket No. 98P-0504]
Dr. Patrida S. Schwartz


